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CHILDRENõS EXPOSURE TO 

VIOLENCE

Broadly defined as being a direct victim or 

witness to violence, crime or abuse in the 

home, school or community.



FRAMEWORK FOR ASSESSING EVIDENCE
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National Survey on Children Exposed to 
Violence (NatSCEV)

·Most comprehensive survey on the nature and extent 
ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ 

·First time data has been collected on the cumulative 
ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ

·Data collected across all age rangesand all types of 
violenceto define the full scope of violence-related 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ςwhether it be as victims or 
witnesses, and whether it be in the home, the school or 

the community.



Categories of Exposures Covered

·Conventional crime

·Child maltreatment

·Victimization of and by peers and siblings

·Sexual victimization 

·Witnessing and indirect victimization

·School violence and threats 

· Internet victimization: internet threats/harassment and 
online sexual solicitation



Incidence and Prevalence of Childrenõs 
Exposure to Violence

National Survey of Childrenõs Exposure to Violence 

(NatSCEV )

6 in 10 children reported at least one crime, violence or abuse 
experience in the past year

Á Direct exposure included physical assaults, bullying 
(physical, teasing or emotional, cyberbullying), sexual 
victimization, and maltreatment.

Á Indirect exposure included witnessing violence and 
other indirect exposure (e.g. hearing or seeing 
evidence of family assault, hearing about community 
violence).



The National Survey on Children 
Exposed to Violence (NatSCEV)

Á 46.3% were physically assaulted

Á 13.3% were physically bullied

Á 6.1% were sexually victimized

Á 10.2% suffered maltreatment

Á 25.3% had witnessed violence



Poly-Victimization

In the past year:

Á Nearly half of all children have experienced at least 
two different types of victimizations.

Á 8% have experienced 7 or more kinds of 
victimizations.

Over the course of a lifetime:

Á 66% experienced 2 or more types

Á 30% experienced 5 or more types



Overlap between Witnessing and 

Victimization in the Home

·More than 1 in 9 children were exposed to family 
violence in the past year

·1 in 4 those surveyed had been exposed to family 
violence at some point in their lifetime.   

·About ½ of all kids exposed to domestic violence 
(between adults) are also victims of maltreatment. 

·Maltreatment that co-occurs with witnessing partner 
violence tends to be more severe.



OUTCOMES 

FOR 

CHILDREN EXPOSED TO 

VIOLENCE



Factors that Increase Childrenõs Risk of 

Being Exposed to Violence

Á Age

Á Gender

Á Race and ethnicity

Á Family income

Á Family structure

Á Family alcohol problems/drug use

Á Prior victimization



Exposure to Violence Across 

Locations

· Sexual assault occurred most often in the 
ƘƻƳŜ όол҈ύΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ όнп҈ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
(15%).

· Physical assault occurred most often in the 
ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ όоп҈ύΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 
home (28%) and school (20%). 

Kilpatrick, D., Saunders, B.E., & Smith, D.W. (2003) Youth Victimization: Prevalence and 
Implications. Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice.



Outcomes for Children Exposed to Violence

Á Psychological Outcomes
Á PTSD, depression, and anxiety

Á Academic Achievement
Á School grades and dropout

Á Physical Health Outcomes
Á Somatic complaints and illness requiring medical 

attention

Á Behavioral Outcomes
Á Substance abuse, aggression, and perpetration



Poly-Victimization Outcomes

1a. Past year

1b. Lifetime

Poly-victims

Poly-victims

As number of types of victimizations increases so do trauma symptoms



Poly-Victimization Outcomes

Á Poly-victimization explains outcomes over 
and above chronic and severe victimization.

Á Research that focuses on a single exposure 
type may inaccurately attribute outcomes to 
that type of exposure.



NatSCEV:  Trauma Symptom Scores Across 

Victim Groups
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Continuum of Care 

for Children Exposed to Violence 



Prevention

Models relate to individual forms of CEV:  

Á Home visitation

Á Parent education

Á Parent training

Á School-based anti-violence programs 



Intervention and Treatment

· Home Visitation

· Parent training
¶ Incredible Years

¶ Triple P Parenting

· Psychological treatment for parents and children:
¶ Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT or TF-CBT)

¶ Parent Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT)

¶ Child-Parent Psychotherapy (CPP)

¶ Project Support (Post-shelter in-home CBT and Parent 
Training)

¶ Cognitive Behavioral Intervention for Trauma in Schools 
(CBITS)



Identification, Screening and Assessment

· Few rigorous research studies about the use and 
application of tools for increasing pathways into support 
service 

· Absolutely key in applying a broader perspective around 
violence exposure and associated trauma

· Trauma symptoms of children  are the primary focusτ
important but so is incidence.  Events matter too.

· Assessment tools vary widely and underutilized

· Practitioners have difficulty screening and identifying 
families beyond individual violence types---need to ask a 
broader range of questions



System Response

Medical,  child protection, social services, law 
ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴκŎƻǳǊǘǎΣ /!/ΩǎΣ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
health, crisis response,  schools, community etc

Á Evidence base is limited

ÁwŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ άǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǘȅǇƻƭƻƎȅέ 
silos

ÁReporting of  the direct victimization of child maltreatment 
(failures across all sectors)---ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ

ÁMulti disciplinary and multi modal responses needed

Á Training and cross training needed



What are we doing?

·Translating evidence and findings into 

action

·Balancing innovation with evidence--learn 

while serving



Children Exposed to Violence: 

Department of Justice Priority

Defending Childhood Initiative link to the US 

Department of Justice for all DOJ CEV efforts: 

www.justice.gov/ag/defendingchildhood

http://www.justice.gov/ag/defendingchildhood


Defending Childhood Goals

ÅReduce childhood exposureto violence by developing and 
implementing activities that prevent childrenõs initial and 
repeated exposure to violence.

Å Increase knowledge and awareness by advancing scientific 
inquiry on the causes and characteristics of childhood 
exposure and supporting education and outreach efforts to 
improve understanding.

ÅReduce the negative impactof childhood exposure by 
improving systems and services that identify and assist youth 
and families who have been impacted by violence to reduce 
trauma, build resilience, and promote healing



Some Activities Under Defending 

Childhood

·Demonstration Sites and Seed Sites 

·Attorney General National  PSA

·National Conference for local teams led by United 
States Attorneys

·Partnerships with HHS and other federal partners

·Further development of Evidence Integration to 
translate evidence into action 



The Safe Start Initiative

Safe Start is a decade long initiative developed to prevent and

reduce childrenõs exposure to violence.  Established first under then 

Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder through a White House 

Conference on Children Exposed to Violence, 

ÅA core foundation of the Defending Childhood Initiative

ÅComponent building the evidence-based foundation for  CEV

ÅResearch/Practice Model testing new practices for efficacy



Guiding Principles  

· Balance innovationof practice withefficacyof 
interventions

Á Increaseawarenessand identificationof children 
exposed to violence

Á Plan for safetyof adult victim ANDchild in all 
systems/entry point

Á Develop and support systems that provide

developmentally appropriate, specialized, and 

evidence based interventions

Á Use an ecological approach to respond to 

childrenôsstrengths and risks in the context of 

family and community



National Safe Start Initiative Framework
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Safe Start Components

Practice innovationð36 to date

EvaluationðRand Corporation

ResearchðNational Survey (NatSCEV)

Training and technical assistanceðNational 
Safe Start Center

Resource development



Translating Evidence and Findings 

into Action:
·NATSCEV:
ƁLongitudinal survey 

ƁTrend data 

ƁToolkitτhow to measure incidence

· Building Causal Evidence:  Ongoing Intervention/Practice-
based research 

· Safe Start Center: Using our National Resource Center to 
document and translate evidence with an evidence-based 
databaseand a science digestfor the field and disseminate 
practitioner materials

· Strategic Systems Development in CEV Framework through 
Defending Childhood Demonstrationsτinnovate new 
strategies

· Seeding new Evidence-based approaches in CEV in 2011 and 
ƻƴǿŀǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 5ŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΩǎ Safe Start and the 
Demonstration sites



Resources
Á Defending Childhood Initiative link to the US Department of Justice for all 

DOJ CEV efforts: www.justice.gov/ag/defendingchildhood

ÁResource Kit coming in October

· Children's Exposure to Violence: A Comprehensive National Survey, 
OJJDP Bulletin Series on NatSCEV, October 2009 at www.ojjdp.gov

· NatSCEVat www.unh.edu/ccrc--Toolkit coming soon.

· Safe Start Centerwww.safestartcenter.org
ÁFollow CEV through Web2o
ÁE-newsletter (bi-monthly)
ÁCEV Evidence-Based Databaseτcoming soon
ÁScience Digest 
ÁEvidence-Based Matrix
ÁPublications

· hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ Crime Solutions:  www.crimesolutions.gov
coming in July  

http://www.justice.gov/ag/defendingchildhood
http://www.ojjdp.gov/
http://www.unh.edu/ccrc
http://www.safestartcenter.org/
http://www.crimesolutions.gov/


Evidence-Based Practice Databases

Just a few:

·hWtΩǎ /ǊƛƳŜ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΥ  www.crimesolutions.gov

·{ŀŦŜ {ǘŀǊǘΩǎ /9± 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜΥ www.safestartcenter.org

·Safe Start:  Evidence-Based Matrix on CEV

·hWW5tΩǎ aƻŘŜƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ DǳƛŘŜ www.ojjdp.gov

·{!aI{!Ωǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ ƻƴ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ-based Programs 
(NREP)

·{!aI{!Ωǎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ /ŀǊŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΥ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ-Based 
Practices (child and family mental health)

·California Evidence-Based Clearinghouse for Child Welfare  
www.cebc4cw.org

http://www.crimesolutions.gov/
http://www.safestartcenter.org/
http://www.ojjdp.gov/
http://www.cebc4cw.org/


Where do we go from here?

Building a Broader Practice-Driven 

Evidence-Based Framework For CEV



Findings Implications

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ

It is not a field or an expertise or 
specialization. 

It is a new framework for understanding 
violence that reshapes current ways of 
measuring, studying and addressing 
violence


